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Never Mind the Joneses: Building Core 
Christian Values in a Way that Fits Your Family, 
by Tim Stafford. Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity 
Press. 2003. 208 pp. ISBN 0-8308-3201-7. 
Reviewed by]. James Mancuso, Assistant Librarian 
for the Northeast Campus of Mid-America Baptist 
Tfteological Semi11a1')1, Scfte11ectady, New York. 
Tired of trying to force your family life into 
someone else's idea for what the perfect 
Christian is? There is a better way. 
In this book, Tim Stafford, senior writer for 
Christianity Today, shows that in today's culture 
sincere Christian parents desperately need a 
framework of core Christian values for evaluating 
a myriad of choices, and a sound approach that 
enables them to keep the good from crowding 
out the best. 
T he recurring theme of the book is that each 
family has the responsibility and the pleasure of 
creating its own effective, Christ-honoring 
family culture. The author seeks to free the 
reader from the bondage of not living up to a 
set, proscribed standard of what the perfect 
Christian family must and must not do. He 
seeks to show that by adhering to these core 
values, and rejoicing in the individuality that 
Christ has given us, families can and should be 
free to joyfully develop and nurture their own 
family cultures. 
Overall, the style is informal, a bit chatty at 
times, sometimes quite engaging, but always 
readable, honest, forthright, and approachable. A 
new believer will not be overwhelmed or 
discouraged; a mature believer would easily 
discover new insight into his own family life. 
Pastoral candidates would benefit greatly from 
its contents in their study of how to effectively 
minister to diverse families. 
Forgiving and Reconciling: Bridges to 
Wholeness and Hope, by Everett L.Worthington, 
Jr. Downers Grove, ill: InterVarsity Press, 2003. 
268 pp. $15.00. ISBN 0-8308-3244-0. 
Reviewed by Elizabeth Pearso11, Director, Mo11treat 
College Library, lvfo11treat, NC 
As the revised edition of Worthington's Five 
Steps to Forgiveness, this book oiiers the same 
general organization and guidelines, but the 
content is presented from an explicitly Christian 
persp~ctive and includes new research findings. 
A leading researcher on forgiveness and the 
executive director of the Templeton Foundation's 
Campaign for Forgiveness Research, Worthington 
writes authoritatively on this topic. He is 
professor and chair of psychology at Virginia 
Commonwealth University and a licensed 
clinical psychologist. 
This well-written book looks at forgiveness as 
both an art and a science. The author's intent is 
to share what he has learned through personal 
experience and scientific study to help others 
learn how to practice forgiveness and pursue 
reconciliation differently than before. He 
delineates a step-by-step process that can help 
people forgive others and restore relationships 
while acting consistently with Scripture. 
The author blends practical insights based on his 
counseling experience with theological and 
psychological perspectives and scientific 
research. In a chapter devoted to the Christian 
foundation of forgiving, he examines what 
Scripture says about forgiveness and notes that 
his research findings support Scriptural teaching. 
Throughout the book, the limits of a science of 
forgiveness are noted, and the significance of 
a relationship with the triune God is 
underscored. The roles of God, Jesus, and the 
Holy Spirit in divine forgiveness are discussed 
to lay the foundation for an examination of 
interpersonal forgiveness. 
This book will help readers become more 
forgiving and will challenge our failures to 
forgive. It is appropriate for public, academic, 
and church libraries. 
Street-Smart Ethics: Succeeding in Business 
Without Selling Your Soul, by Clinton W 
McLemore. Louisville, KY: Westminster john 
Knox Press, 2003. 186 pp. $14.95. ISBN 
0-664-22628-0. 
Reviewed by Elizabeth R. Pearson, Library Director, 
Mo11treat College, Montreat, NC 
What does ethical leadership look like? How do 
you make wise decisions when your options 
will negatively impact at least one party? How 
do you resolve ethical dilemmas without, at the 
same time, unduly injuring others or yourself? 
Drawing on the Book of Proverbs and his 
experience as an organizational psychologist 
and management consultant, McLemore 56 
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addresses these and other questions. Readers 
will find in this book a useful guide to making 
ethical decisions in the workplace, particularly 
when you must choose between competing 
interests. 
For clarification, McLemore makes a distinction 
between what he terms simple and complex 
ethical dilemmas. Simple clilemmas are defined 
as those that are basically questions of right or 
wrong; or choosing between what is right and 
what is personally advantageous. A complex 
moral dilemma involves choosing between at 
least two competing goods or evils. Case studies 
illustrate how difficult even simple dilemmas 
can be for decision makers. 
The emphasis is on normative ethics rather than 
discussion of theoretical approaches to ethical 
decisions. T he reader should not expect to find 
detailed analysis of controversial issues. Instead 
the author explores the ethical subtleties 
employees may encounter and provides tools for 
dealing with moral ambiguity. To be "street-smart" 
is to stay out of trouble by acting prudently. 
Rich in practical advice, this book goes beyond 
conventional business wisdom. Qualities such as 
graciousness, self-control, and good judgment 
are placed above self-interest. McLemore 
understands the importance of exercising 
prudence while conducting business and is a 
passionate defender of integrity in the 
workplace. The case studies are particularly 
insightful and thought provoking. 
Business owners, executives, managers, and 
business educators will find this book rewarding. 
It is an appropriate choice for public libraries 
and for academic libraries that support business 
programs. 
The Christian Life: Geography of God, 
by Michael L. Lindvall. Louisville, KY: 
Geneva Press, 2001. 135 pp. $10.95. ISBN 
0-664-50142-7. 
Reviewed by Paul Nixon, Public Services I System 
Librarian, Mount Vernon Nazarene University, 
Mou11t Vernon, OH 
The Christian Life is part of the Foundation of 
Christian Faith series commissioned by the 
Office of Theology and Worship of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Michael Lindvall, 
a pastor and writer, describes the Christian's life 
as a journey. His wonderful quick read is well 
suited for the new Christian as well as for the 
layperson who has traveled the journey for a 
while. He handles theological themes, such as the 
Trinity, in a manner that is easy to read, yet offers 
valuable insight to pastor and layperson alike. 
The book is divided into three sections with 
chapters providing the reader a view as to what 
may be experienced during the journey. The 
subtitle, "A Geography of God," bespeaks a God 
of love, clisposed toward relationship with us; a 
God who is more than the "Man upstairs," but 
who invites us to participate in His very life. 
Says Lindvall, "God is not so much the destination 
at the end of the road as God is the road itself' (p.46) 
Lindvall used illustrations not only from his 
pastoral ministry, but also from film, literature, 
music and the example of other Christians. His 
book is a practical view to interpreting and 
living the C hristian life. For example, in the 
chapter on prayer, Lindvall discusses prayer as 
not only about change in personal circumstances 
or world conditions, it is "also about changing 
me and my relationship to God." (p.74) 
The Christian Life would be very suitable for a 
Sunday school class or other forms of adult 
group study. It would be well worth being 
included in one's devotional library. 
On The Reliability of the Old Testament, by 
K. A. Kitchen, Grand Rapids: W m B. Eerdmans, 
2003. 662 pp. $45.00 ISBN 0-8028-4960-1. 
Reviewed by Garnett H. Reid, Professor of Old 
Testament, Free Will Baptist Bible College, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 
Ken Kitchen, renowned Orientalist and 
Professor Emeritus at the University of 
Liverpool, brings his wealth of research and 
experience to the table in the current debate 
over the historicity of the Old Testament. 
This title is unique among most recent works in 
the field for two reasons. First, Kitchen offers an 
approach that takes the Old Testament seriously 
as a work of real history. Second, he bases this 
perspective on the "hard facts" provided by the 
archaeological and inscriptional data them-
selves. To answer questions regarding the bibli-
cal text's accuracy on historical matters, he 
stresses that we must "go back" to the actual 
records we have from the periods involved. 
Those questions, according to Kitchen, are main-
ly two-fold: (1) were the Old Testament books 
really written around 400-200 B. C., as some 
revisionists claim? (2) Are these texts "virtually 
pure fiction" with no roots whatsoever in the 
real world of Near Eastern antiquity? 
For answers, Kitchen delves into an enormous 
amount of detailed material from the ancient 
setting of the Old Testament. His treatment of 
the evidence is comprehensive in scope, detailed 
in analysis, and careful in documentation. 
His analysis of each epoch includes a brief 
summary of pertinent biblical material, then 
focuses primarily on archaeological findings, 
inscriptional evidence, chronological lists, and a 
host of other historical sources providing 
pertinent data. Kitchen concludes that the 
scriptural record fits well within the correspondmg 
ancient time frame. His answer, therefore, to the 
two key questions noted above is "a firm 'No."' 
The volume is an engaging read despite its 
detailed analysis and specialized subject matter. 
Kitchen writes in a conversational tone, adding 
spice to the mix with his (often barbed) 
witticisms and boldly asserted conclusions 
(prompting dissent from this reviewer in a few 
instances). 
A varied audience will find the work useful: 
Bible and ancient history instructors researching 
the topic, college and seminary students seeking 
insight into the ancient Near Eastern world, 
apologists examining evidentiary support for 
biblical integrity, and pastors looking for 
illustrative data for Old Testament exposition. 
The Song of Songs: Interpreted by Early 
Christian and Medieval Commentators, 
translated and edited by Richard A. Norris, Jr., 
The Church's Bible, Robert Louis Wilken, 
general editor. Grand Rapids: Wm B. Eerdmans, 
2003. 346 pp. $40.00 ISBN 0-8028-2579-6. 
Reviewed by Dr. John Jaeger, Riference Librarian, 
Dallas Baptist University 
This commentary on the Song of Songs is the 
inaugural volume of an innovative new series 
entitled The Church's Bible. The series focuses 
on the interpretation given to biblical works in 
the first six centuries of the Christian era, both 
in the form of commentaries and sermons, in 
order to highlight insights from past theologians 
and Church Fathers. If one were to compare 
this series with that of the Ancient Christian 
Commentary on Scripture, a primary difference 
would be that The Church's Bible tends to 
utilize longer passages of material, from one to 
several paragraphs in length. 
The Song of Songs commentary itself is based 
upon the spiritual or allegorical interpretation 
utilized heavily in the early centuries of the 
church. The focus is therefore entirely on the 
relationship between Christ and the church. 
Each set of verses is discussed at length by such 
notable figures as Origen, Cyprian, Augustine, 
and Ambrose. Biblical interpretation for several 
centuries has emphasized that the literal meaning 
of the text is most significant. Thus present 
commentators generally view the Song of Songs 
primarily in terms of a love relationship and 
take a literary approach to the interpretation of 
the text. There may also be a typological 
connection between Christ and the church, but 
it is not the primary consideration. 
It is difficult to find a reason to recommend this 
commentary, given that the methods of interpretation 
used are no longer very relevant. However, most 
other volumes that will appear in The Church's 
Bible series probably would be good additions 
to an academic library. Only those biblical books 
that tend toward a spiritual interpretation, such as 
Song of Songs, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Revelation would need to be avoided. 
Wonderful Words of Life: Hymns in 
American History & Theology, edited by 
Richard J. Mouw and Mark A. Noll. Grand 
Rapids: Wm B. Eerdmans, 2004. 288 pp. $18.00 
ISBN 0-8028-2160-X. 
Reviewed by Darcy R. Gullacher, Public Services 
Librarian, Briercrest College and Seminary, Caronport, SK 
This collection of essays is part of the larger 
Calvin Institute of Christian Worship Liturgical 
Studies Series, which seeks to foster serious 
reflection of the history and theology of 
Christian worship. As implied in the book's title, 
this volume examines the various ways hymns 
have been used in the historical and theological 
development of religion in America, and "focuses 
on hymns that have meant the most for 
Protestants, especially in the Caucasian and 
evangelical traditions in the United States" (xviii). 
The volume is divided into three parts, with first 
section examining the use of hymns in early 
evangelicalism, especially the hymns of Isaac 
Watts. The second section continues along in a 
historical vein, with five essays on a variety of 
topics: the use of hymns in foreign missions, the 
use of gospels songs by three Canadian revivalists 
of the twentieth century, the Youth of Christ 
movement and the beginnings of contemporary 
Christian music, the use of Protestant hymns in 
Catholic worship, and the embracing of black 
gospel by Caucasian believers. The final section's 
three essays address theological concerns more 58 
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directly. One essay examines the theme of death 
and its relation to hymnody, while a second 
compares and contrasts narrative and systematic 
theology as found in popular Protestant hymns. 
The volume concludes with an examination of 
nautical rescue themes in evangelical hymns. 
This collection succeeds in its goal of exposing 
the importance of hymn singing in the 
corporate and personal worship practices of 
Christians. The title of the book is slightly 
deceiving, as the subjects of some essays do 
deviate from what most C hristians would 
commonly consider hymns proper. However, 
that does not detract from the overall strength of 
the work. Recommended for college and 
seminary libraries. 
Martha, Martha: How Christians Worry, by 
Elaine Leong Eng. New York: Haworth Pastoral 
Press, 2000. 134 pp. $14.95. ISBN 0-7890-0866-1. 
Reviewed by Elizabeth Pearson, Library Director, 
Montreat College, Montreat, NC 
Dr. Eng, Assistant Professor of Psychiatry at 
Cornell University, has devoted part of her 
career to mental health education for the 
church community. In this slim volume, she 
describes the symptoms of anxiety disorders and 
offers insights on ways church members can 
help sufferers heal. Using the gospel account of 
Martha in Luke 10:38-42 as an illustration, this 
book offers the C hristian cornnlllnity a broad 
understanding of anxiety in all of its aspects 
informed by the author's professional training 
and Christian belief. The main purpose is to 
teach church members how to help those who 
struggle with these conditions to overcome 
their fears and continue serving in their churches. 
The primary focus is on restoring those talented 
and dedicated individuals who, like Martha, are 
often the "doers" in the religious community. 
The author treats the subject with sensitivity 
and professionalism that helps dispel the stigma 
attached to mental health issues. Encompassing 
many of the most common maladies that afllict 
both Christians and non-C hristians, this brief 
guide will benefit those who want their 
ministries to be inclusive and effective. 
Clearly written and devoid of medical jargon, 
this book will be appropriate for the layperson 
and general reader. The author effectively 
uses Scripture as well as solid professional 
information to teach about anxiety disorders in 
a nonjudgmental way. Her perspective is that of 
a Christian therapist who affirms that the 
therapeutic value of Christian caring is an 
important legacy of the church. Apart from its 
many practical applications, what makes this 
book so engaging and persuasive is the author's 
integration of psychiatric practice with biblical 
teaching. 
Those who counsel individuals whose lives are 
impacted by anxiety will profit from reading 
this book. It has a place in pastoral collections as 
well as church and academic libraries. 
A Pastoral Counselor's Model for Wellness 
in the Workplace: Psychergonornics, by 
Robert L. Menz. Binghamton, NY: Haworth 
Pastoral Press, 2003. 168 pp. $24.95. ISBN 
0789018535. 
Reviewed by Sharon Hinton RN, BSN, LP, Librarian, 
First United Methodist Church, Floydada, TX 
According to the author, one third of our adult 
life activities occur at work. Drawing on 
research and his experience as an Employee 
Counselor for the Copeland Corporation in 
Sydney, Ohio, the author has developed a 
unique focus of ergonomics, which he has 
labeled Psychergonomics. Once the reader 
wades through the lengthy definitions and 
explanations in the first chapters, A Pastoral 
Counselor's Model for Wellness in the 
Workplace: Psychergonomics provides a wealth 
of information for chaplains, pastoral 
counselors, and others who deal with workplace 
issues and employee health. Dr. Menz states that 
his goal in writing this book "is to illuminate 
the holistic interconnectedness of health in the 
workplace." (p. ix) The goal of Psychergonomics 
is to identify and assist employees, and their 
families in dealing with problems such as drug 
and alcohol abuse, family difficulties and stress, 
and legal or financial issues. The chapter 
discussing the body-mind-spirit connection is 
particularly well written. An extensive appendix 
is included discussing various wellness topics. 
This book clearly and uniquely defines and 
describes the role of pastoral counselors in 
providing holistic health services in the 
workplace. It is appropriate for academic and 
pastoral libraries. 
Spirituality in Pastoral Counseling and the 
Community Helping Professions, by Charles 
Topper. Binghamton, NY: Haworth Pastoral 
Press, 2003. 164 pp. $24.95. ISBN 0789018489. 
Reviewed by Sharon Hinton RN, BSN, LP, 
Librarian, First United Methodist Church, 
Floydada, TX 
Charles Topper, EdD, is an Associate Professor of 
Counseling. He teaches and supervises students 
in pastoral counseling and spiritual care. His 
book, Spirituality in Pastoral Counseling and 
the Community Helping Professions is a well-
written and valuable resource for those who use 
spiritual assessment as a care-giving tool. The 
author's purpose is to provide clear rationale and 
strategies for religious and secular professionals 
to follow in integrating spirituality into practice. 
The reader-friendly format includes reflection 
questions at the end of each section, practical 
exercises, and case studies. The connection 
between psychology, spirituality, and healing is 
extensively discussed and supported with 
research. The spiritual assessment information is 
more thoroughly explained than in similar 
books. A recommended reading section is also 
included. As a theology student, I found this 
book a positive supplement to my pastoral care 
textbook. 
Great Doctrines of the Bible: Volume I - God 
the Father, God the Son; Volume II - God 
the Holy Spirit; Volume III - The Church 
and the Last Things, by D. Martyn Lloyd-
Jones. Wheaton, Ill: Crossway Books, 2003, 912 
pp. $40.00 ISBN 1-58134-497-X. 
Reviewed by Dr. John Jaeger, Reference Librarian, 
Dallas Baptist University 
Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones (1899-1981) was a 
well-known evangelical preacher in the twentieth 
century who served as minister ofWestminster 
Chapel in London for thirty years. He was 
frequently mentioned in Christianity Today 
and gained recognition in particular for his 
theological exposition of the book of Romans, 
which he continued for over a decade. Lloyd-
Jones was a prolific wri ter as well, publishing 
dozens of books in his own lifetime. 
Great Doctrines of the Bible is based on lectures 
Dr. Lloyd-Jones gave in his church from 1952-
1955. While these were doctrinal studies, he 
spoke as a preacher before a congregational 
audience. Therefore, the content is informative 
without being overly technical or arid. 
Although the lectures were given fifty years ago, 
they maintain a freshness and clarity even now. 
Each lecture is approximately ten to twelve 
pages in length. Lloyd-Jones theologically 
would best be classified as a conservative 
evangelical, holding to a high view of scripture 
and other central elements of the faith. 
This particular book actually brings together 
the three volumes of Lloyd-Jones' Great 
Doctrines into one work for the first time. 
These three volumes cover his doctrinal lectures 
on God the Father and the Son (volume one), 
God the Holy Spirit (volume 2), and the 
Church and the Last Things (volume three). 
Taken together, they cover most of the elements 
in the Christian faith expressed in such 
affirmations as the Apostle's Creed. This large 
work provides a broad introduction to biblical 
theology that is accessible both to students and 
laypersons. Recommended for personal and 
academic collections with an emphasis on 
religious studies. 
Counted Righteous in Christ, by John Piper. 
Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway Books, 2002. 141pp. 
$12.99. ISBN 1-58134-447-3. 
Reviewed by Andrew D. Streett, Assistant Director of 
Library Services, Criswell College, Dallas, TX. 
This book is John Piper's contribution to the 
current debate among evangelicals concerning 
the imputation of Christ's righteousness. The 
prolific author and pastor of Bethlehem Baptist 
Church in Minneapolis defends the traditional 
Reformed view that the righteousness of Christ 
is imputed to a believer, rendering him positively 
righteous in the eyes of God. Though intended, 
as Piper says, for "thinking laypeople, pastors, 
and scholars," most laymen will need an extra 
cup of coffee before tackling his exegesis of the 
relevant biblical passages. 
The book contains four chapters. The first deals 
with Piper's practical reasons for writing, 
including the pastoral and evangelistic benefits 
of imputation. The second is an overview of the 
recent challenges to imputation. The main bulk 
of his argument comes in Chapter T hree, where 
he exegetes relevant passages from Romans, 1 
and 2 Corinthians, and Philippians. Chapter 
Four is a brief conclusion. 
Piper is responding mostly to two articles 
written by Robert Gundry of Westmont 
College in Books and Culture (vol. 7, nos. 1-2) 
explaining Gundry's view that imputation refers 
to the sinner's sins being imputed to Christ and 
to faith being counted as righteousness but not 
to Christ's positive righteousness being imputed 
to the believer's account. Because Piper is 
mostly responding to Gundry, readers should 
not expect a full-orbed exposition of the 
doctrine of imputation. 
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Ministering Asian Faith and Wisdom: a 
Manual for Theological Librarians, by Rita 
and John England. Q uezon C ity, Philippines: 
New Day Publishers. 2001. 211 p. ISBN 
971-10-1057-7. 
Reviewed by Crisanta P. Bustamante, Head 
Librarian, International School if Theology-Asia. 
Quezon City, Philippines. 
This manual is an indispensable source book for 
theological librarians and those involved in the 
development of Asian theological resources. 
The book is divided into three parts. In part 1, 
the first five chapters deal with theology and 
Asian resources. It provides motivational and 
historical perspectives for librarians in theology, 
reorientation of Christian resources in the 
history of Asia from pre 1500 to the nineteenth 
and twentieth century and the help that already 
existed in the field of Asian library. 
Part 2 deals chiefly with the most important 
aspects of practical theological librarianship. 
Present and on-going trends on acquisition, 
different formats of special collection such as 
periodicals, documents, ephemera, booklets, 
artifacts, non-book materials and archives and 
changing emphasis in the library holding and 
alternatives for classification and cataloguing 
with Asian focus are included in this chapters. 
Part 3 deals with the listings of resources 
necessary for theological library in Asia, 
bibliographies and publishers addresses to help 
the librarian. 
The manual is an important contribution to the 
field of librarianship in Asia, ably fulfils its aims 
as an aid to every theological librarians and 
administrators facing the issues and decisions 
that must be made concerning ministering 
Asian faith and wisdom in the library. For 
readers with specific needs for accurate and 
up to date information, this book may be 
used as a starting point for exploring and 
gathering data. 
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